[Immunohistochemical study on epidermal growth factor and its receptor in human pancreatic carcinoma].
We investigated immunohistochemical expressions of the epidermal growth factor (EGF) and the epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) in 25 cases of pancreatic carcinoma, including 13 cases of metastatic lymph nodes. EGF and EGFR were stained mainly in the cytoplasm and on the surface of some pancreatic carcinoma cells, with positive rates of 18/25 (72%) and 9/25 (36%) respectively. In all cases EGFR was noted only when EGF was also detected. EGF and EGFR were stained frequently in differentiated types. In metastatic lymph nodes, EGF and EGFR were found in 54% and 15% respectively, and they were detected only when they were also noted in the same patient's primary lesions. EGF and EGFR were found more frequently in Stages III and IV than in Stage II. These results emphasize that EGF and EGFR may promote both the proliferation and the differentiation of human pancreatic carcinoma cells, as in other sites.